Editor:
I am writing in response to a recent article about the possibility of Great Basin College pushing the Elko County Fair grounds out of its current location. It would be a mistake to move the current Fair Grounds for a number of reasons. I would like to discuss several of these. 

From a historical stand point, the Elko County Fair Grounds is a significant part of Elko County History. There was recently an article in the Northeastern Nevada Historical Society’s Quarterly publication which had a picture of the Fair Grounds in the early 1930s. The Women’s Exhibit Hall and the current Fair Office building were both in the picture. The possibility of tearing down buildings that are in good condition, despite their 70-plus-year age, is a complete contradiction to current historical preservation campaigns going on all over the world. 
From an architectural stand point, the Elko County Fair Grounds are currently located in a place that is both logical and prosperous for the City of Elko. A building movement in the 1970s and 80s started a trend to move large event and sports arenas outside America’s city centers. The problems this created for city planners, traffic engineers, city infrastructure and the general public that enjoys these event centers was nothing short of a nightmare. Current city planning theories have realized the downfalls of such moves and made drastic measures to correct the mistake. San Francisco’s new Pac Bell Park, which was built in the heart of their city, just a few years ago, is a perfect example of a modern-day success story. The list of American cities that have spent tens of millions of dollars to try and correct the mistake of moving their event centers out of town goes on for pages.  
From a financial stand point, and certainly the most important, who’s going to pay to move the Fair Grounds? How many millions of dollars would it take to try and duplicate the current facility? Is it even possible to duplicate a complex that took so many years to build? These are questions I hope will be seriously considered before such a drastic and expensive measure is undertaken. 

Great Basin College is a wonderful resource in our community. Many cities much larger than Elko are not as fortunate to have such a quality institution for higher education. I understand that they are facing issues of expansion. Certainly they are not the first college or university in this country that has had to deal with the difficulty of being land locked. I have spent significant time studying city and campus planning and was curious about the statement made that there are only two more building sites on the current campus. The map in the paper clearly indicated more open space than built out. Also, I am wondering if space is such a premium, why are most of the current buildings on campus only one story tall. It would obviously be a better use of tax payer dollars to build two and three story buildings, than move the Fair Grounds.
As an Elko County native, when someone says Labor Day weekend, the only thing that comes to mind is the Elko County Fair. Besides the long standing tradition of The Fair there are numerous other events and traditions that would be forced to find a new home or stop all together. I know there are a great number of people that share my sentiment and my fondness for the Fair Grounds, just as they are. I believe Great Basin College, with a little ingenuity and creative planning, can grow and prosper right next door to the home of one of Elko Counties great traditions.  
Catherine Wines
